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Winter Schedule - Meet at the Restaurant @ 6:30 PM
10/7

Business Meeting
Millard Library 6:45 PM
13214 Westwood Lane
Omaha, NE

10/14 Freddy’s
11674 S 73 Shadow Lake @ 6:30
Papillion, NE
402 597-8909
10/21 Johnny Sortino’s Pizza
7880 L St @ 6:30
Omaha, NE
402 339-5050
10/28 Cabin Bar & Grill
9226 Mormon Bridge Rd @ 6:30
Omaha, NE
402 453-6300
=================================
Saturday 9AM @ Dillon Brothers coffee and Destination
Friendship
Sundays 9AM @ Golden Corral, 1511 Gregg Road West,
Bellevue – Emergency Breakfast

Upcoming GWTA Events
Fall Follies is November 14 at Mahoney

Chapter Directors’ Words of Wisdom
I can’t believe fall is here. It just seems like we got past the rainy season, the too hot to ride season, the too busy
doing yard work season, and two days later its fall.
I know we will have a nice, long fall riding season, but in preparation for winter, here are some tips for getting
your bike ready for storage.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Go in the garage and try to remember how you put the bike in the garage last winter.
Determine that it’s not possible for the garage to shrink, but think it’s possible in a parallel universe.
Try to figure out what to do with all the stuff that is sitting where motorcycle should be.
Think about having a garage sale with all that stuff.
Go to a garage sale to get ideas on how to price your stuff.
Come home with more stuff.
Feel convinced your garage has shrunk.
Wonder how you got in that parallel universe.
Wonder when someone will make an inexpensive lift system to store your motorcycle in that empty
space above the cars.
10. Take the motorcycle for a drive to run the gas tank empty. Get too far from home so you have to fill the
tank to get home. Repeat as necessary all winter.
11.
I really don’t know what to do to prepare your bike for winter. There are lots of good websites out there that
can help you with that. Plus, this isn’t the first winter you’ve had to store your bike. Just make sure to keep it
accessible for that incredibly nice day this winter when you just have to go for a ride. Look for the alert on that.
Ride safe everyone.

J

Karen and Jim Durand-Chapter Directors
PS-A huge thanks to Mark Holling for doing our newsletter these past few years. The winter newsletter will be
his last. I really appreciate all the effort he put into all the newsletters, and the patience waiting for me to finish
my articles. Please thank Mark, and if you are interested in taking over, let me or Mark know.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
In hotel rooms I worry. I can’t be the only guy who sits on the furniture naked. Jonathon Katz
A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing. Emo Philips
The best cure for seasickness, is to sit under a tree. Spike Milligan
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Meeting Minutes
GWTA Chapter A
Meeting Minutes
Omaha Public Library-Millard Branch
September 2, 2015
7:47 Meeting called to order.
One announcement by Mike Sullivan – he had plans to go to Greenfield, IA on Sunday the 6th, to attend an
auction. Invited anyone who wanted to go with him – but that he was taking his truck in case he bought
something.
Karen Durand asked if everyone had had a chance to read the meeting minutes. There was no discussion,
except for Mike B. taking exception to his duties as Chapter Treasurer being called into question as far as who
in the Brush household was actually doing the work.  Mike S. made a motion to accept the meeting minutes
as published, Tom seconded. Motion passed.
Karen then asked for the treasurer’s report. Mike B. mentioned that there had only been $13.00 in 50-50 money
collected in August, and so he didn’t go to the bank. No expenditures. No discussion. Mike S. made a motion
to accept the non-report. Tom seconded. Motion carried.
Under Old Business, Karen reminded the chapter of the ride to Woodbine and the AppleFest on September 26,
2015. Leave at 8:30 AM from the North meeting place. There will be an adventurous route there. Everyone on
your own when you get to Woodbine. There’s a car show, flea market, trinket booths scheduled. No firmly
scheduled departure time to go back home.
There was a brief discussion of Goldrush next year in Indiana – still no exact location known. There was a
suggestion to lengthen the ‘early bird’ rate into January, as that’s when many folks can plan their next year’s
vacations, etc. Carol will submit the request to Bruce Keenon. Karen also mentioned that there is a visitor
center just across the border in Indiana (on I-80), that was interesting. She showed something to Mike, but the
secretary taking the minutes was busy writing stuff down and didn’t see what it was…
In New Business, Mike S. issued a 600 mile challenge for 2016. He suggested that for six weeks, we have a
100 mile ride each weekend. We will open it to the riding public, with a different meeting place and destination
each week. Would like to track participants, and perhaps use it as a way to promote and market GWTA – a soft
sell approach. Advertise on Facebook, our website and other media. Would like to have it all figured out by
March, 2016. Someone, somewhere made mentioned that bringing possible recruits to ‘stupid meetings’ was
not going to bring people into the chapter.
Karen reminded the chapter that Fall Follies is November 14 at Mahoney – be sure to register soon if you
haven’t, because the price is going up October 1. Lunch is at noon, after the state meeting (which is open to all
members).
Family of the Year elections will be at the October meeting. Dave and Denise were nominated. So were Jim
and Karen.
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Meeting Minutes
At 8:35, Mike S. made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by everyone else there, so we had the 50-50
drawing, left and went for ice cream.
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Brush
Volun-told Secretary for this meeting only
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
IRONY

Heartland Wings

October 2015

Page 4

Announcements

Celebrations
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Aging
AS I AGE, I REALIZE THAT:






















I talk to myself, because sometimes I need expert advice.
I don't need anger management. I need people to stop ticking me off.
My people skills are just fine. It's my tolerance of idiots that needs work.
The biggest lie I tell myself is "I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it."
When I was a child I thought nap time was punishment. Now it's like a mini vacation.
The day the world runs out of wine is just too terrible to think about.
Even duct tape can't fix stupid, but it can muffle the sound!
Wouldn't it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes; come out wrinkle-free and
three sizes smaller.
If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would've put them on my knees.
When the kids text me "plz" which is shorter than please. I text back "no" which is shorter than "yes".
At my age "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering what I came in there for.
Old age is coming at a really bad time!
Lord, grant me the strength to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can,
and the friends to post my bail when I finally snap!
I don't have gray hair. I have "wisdom highlights." I'm very wise.
Teach your daughter how to shoot, because a restraining order is just a piece of paper.
I'm going to retire and live off of my savings. Not sure what I'll do that second week.
I've lost my mind and I'm pretty sure my kids took it!
Why do I have to press one for English when you're just going to transfer me to someone I can't
understand anyway?
Lord, give me patience and give it to me NOW.
Oops! Did I roll my eyes out loud?

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Senior Living In Florida
A Few years ago, my wife and I moved into a retirement development on Florida's southeast coast. We are
living in the "Delray/Boca/Boynton Golf, Spa, Bath and Tennis Club on Lake Fake-a-Hachee". There are 3,000
lakes in Florida; only three are real.
Our biggest retirement concern was time management. What were we going to do all day? Let me assure you,
passing the time is not a problem. Our days are eaten up by simple, daily activities. Just getting out of our car
takes 15 minutes. Trying to find where we parked takes 20 minutes. It takes a half-hour in the check-out line in
Wal-Mart, and 1 hour to return the item the next day.
Let me take you through a typical day: We get up at 5:00 am, have a quick breakfast and join the early morning
Walk-and-Fart Club. There are about 30 of us, and rain or shine, we walk around the streets, all talking at once.
Every development has some late risers who stay in bed until 6:00 am. After a nimble walk, avoiding irate
drivers out to make us road kill, we go back home, shower and change for the next activity.
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Aging
My wife goes directly to the pool for her underwater Pilates class, followed by gasping for breath and CPR. I
put on my 'Ask me about my Grandchildren' T-shirt, my plaid mid-calf shorts, my black socks and sandals and
go to the clubhouse lobby for a nice nap.
Before we know it, it's time for lunch. We go to Costco to partake of the many tasty samples dispensed by
ladies in white hair nets. All free! After a filling lunch, if we don't have any doctor appointments, we might go
to the flea market to see if any new white belts have come in or to buy a Rolex watch for $2.00.
We're usually back home by 2:00 pm to get ready for dinner. People start lining up for the early bird about 3:00
pm, but we get there by 3:45 because we're late eaters. The dinners are very popular because of the large
portions they serve. We can take home enough food for the next day's lunch and dinner, including extra bread,
crackers, packets of mustard, relish, ketchup and Splenda, along with mints.
At 5:30 pm we're home, ready to watch the 6 o'clock news. By 6:30 pm we're fast asleep. Then we get up and
make five or six trips to the bathroom during the night, and it's time to get up and start a new day all over again.
Doctor-related activities eat up most of our retirement time. I enjoy reading old magazines in sub-zero
temperatures in the waiting room, so I don't mind. Calling for test results also helps the days fly by. It takes at
least a half-hour just getting through the doctor's phone menu. Then there's the hold time until we're connected
to the right party. Sometimes they forget we're holding, and the whole office goes off to lunch.
Should we find we still have time on our hands, volunteering provides a rewarding opportunity to help the less
fortunate. Florida has the largest concentration of seniors under five feet and they need our help. I myself am a
volunteer for 'The Vertically Challenged Over 80.' I coach their basketball team, The Arthritic Avengers. The
hoop is only 4-1/2 feet from the floor. You should see the look of confidence on their faces when they make a
slam dunk.
Food shopping is a problem for short seniors, or 'bottom feeders' as we call them, because they can't reach the
items on the upper shelves. There are many foods they've never tasted. After shopping, most seniors can't
remember where they parked their cars and wander the parking lot for hours while their food defrosts.
Lastly, it's important to choose a development with an impressive name. Italian names are very popular in
Florida. They convey world travelers, uppity sophistication and wealth. Where would you rather live: Murray's
Condos or the Lakes of Venice? There's no difference -- they're both owned by Murray, who happens to be a
cheap bastard.
I hope this material has been of help to you future retirees. If I can be of any further assistance, please look me
up when you're in Florida. I live in the Leaning Condos of Pisa in Boynton Beach.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Journey Back: Rediscovering Life and Love on the Open Road
By Andrew Cotto
In the midst of his grief after my mother died, my 72-year-old father began to ride a motorcycle again. He
hadn’t been on a bike in over 40 years, since his first son—my brother, Chris—was born. But as he traveled
Heartland Wings

October 2015

Page 7

Aging
rural Carolina roads on two wheels, whisking along at great speeds, carving turns into the asphalt, my father’s
veil of sadness began to lift.
That’s when he joined the motorcycle club in his retirement community, Sun City Carolina Lakes, a “gang” of
roughly 70 men and women who, like my father, love to ride. They also, like my father, love to eat, hence their
motto: “Live to Ride, Ride to Eat.” And so they do. Every Wednesday and Sunday, weather permitting, the
posse takes off en masse for a food destination—usually a barbeque joint or famous diner within a few hours of
Indian Land, S.C. They take the most adventurous and scenic route, twisting through mountainous topography
to a place to share a meal and enjoy each other’s company before returning home.
A hodgepodge of seniors from different backgrounds and different parts of the country make up this audacious
gang, all who have become friends in a fashion fueled by a specific passion, one that brings exhilaration and
meaning to a time of life often complicated by uncertainty. These are men and women who will certainly not go
gentle into that good night.
My father’s friendship with one gang member, a Tennessee gentleman named Gary Crabtree, offered him
something particularly valuable. Both men had lost their wives to cancer and they often shared long
conversations about the experience. But it was Gary who first attempted an intimate relationship as a widower,
falling for and eventually marrying a woman he had known for many years. Gary’s example inspired my father
to be open to new love, and soon he met Arlene McCarthy, a successful, charming and independent Sun City
resident.
On one of their first dates, Arlene, who had never been anywhere near a motorcycle, bravely climbed on board
my father’s Kawasaki 750, wrapped her arms around his waist and held on for dear life, screaming “Yahoo!” as
they rocketed into the distance.
On a Sunday ride last year, as the crew of riders collectively cruised along, my father’s dear friend Gary quietly
veered off course and crashed on his side. Doctors and witnesses suspect that Gary had passed before hitting the
ground. The gang agreed that leaving this life on your motorcycle, surrounded by friends, as Gary did, was a
good way to go.
I don’t know when or how my father will go, but I know, for now, he is happy and vital. He has friends and
family and a passion that carried him out of shadows of grieving into the light of life. And in this, his 75th year,
my father will keep riding on roads where the sun will shine on his shoulders and the pavement will blur below
his feet, his new companion on the back of his bike and the motorcycle gang by his side. Yahoo!!!

Parade Magazine, January 11, 2015
http://parade.com/364867/parade/journey-back-rediscovering-life-and-love-on-the-open-road/
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Bike Buzz – News, Rumors, Innuendo, Gossip, etc.

October 2015 – American Motorcyclist (AMA)
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Classifieds/For Sale by Mark
Fulmer AF-655 ¾ Open Face Helmet with flip up
shield, size Large. Can purchase with Chatterbox
Headset with upper Z-Style cord. $125 OBO. Very
light wear. Email me or call Mark @ 402 4902169.


DOT approved



Quick release shield



Ultra-plush removable/washable interior



Rear exhaust diffusers



Padded D ring retention system



Adjustable top vent



UV protective clear coated paint



Speaker/communication system pockets

Chatterbox with upper Z-Style cord.
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Classifieds/For Sale by Mark
J & M Z-Style Lower Headset Hook Up Cords.
Lower Helmet Headset Hook-Up Cords for
GL1800. $25 each.

Hang your helmet virtually anywhere. The solid
style hanger easily mounts to any wall, trailer, or
solid surface. The universal style can be used on
closet rods, cubicle walls, doors or anything that the
hanger will fit over. Works well with any style
helmet, both open and full face. Constructed with
hot rolled 1/8" steel with a black finish and a rubber
strip around the edge. $15.

Full Face Helmet

Open Face Helmet
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Classifieds/For Sale by Mark
Castle High Gauntlet Mid-Season Leather

Goldwing and Honda badging. $100. Email me or
call Mark @ 402 490-2169

Motorcycle Gloves – Size Large. The highest
quality leather for one of the highest quality leather
motorcycle gloves on the market. Castle's High
Gauntlet Mid-Season Leather Motorcycle Gloves
mix the best leather and greatest construction to
create the most comfort, protection, and water/wind
resistance. 100% Finest Grain Leather. $35








Dual stitched strengthened gel cushioned palm.
Pre-Curved fingers produce reduced fatigue in addition to
enhanced fit and overall performance.
Flex sections over back of fingers.
Breathable, waterproof and wind-proof membrane.
Light feather touch compound insulation.
Soft touch poly- lining.
Wrist closure is Velcro and elastic.

Big gauntlet entrance for additional defense through the elements

Honda Gold Wing Thigh Length Jacket, Size 2XL.
Full quilted liner, soft armor in elbows, shoulders
and back. Numerous pockets, adjustable belt. Arm
and back vents. Heavy duty zipper with Velcro
closure. Reflective piping on chest and back.

Heartland Wings

October 2015

Page 12

Classifieds/For Sale by Mark
Stock right/left rear saddlebags from 2008 GL1800.
Should fit multiple years – 2002 – 2010?. $100 pair
OBO.
Ram Mount Brand – U-bolt handlebar mounting
base, medium (4.31”) mount with Garmin Nuvi 750
Holder. $25 OBO.

Stock aluminum rear wheel for 2008 Goldwing.
Tire size 180/R60R16M/C 74H. $100 OBO.
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Rides
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